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NORTHIICH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  year  1900. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  20,909. 

Estimated  Population  at  middleof  1900, 23,500. 

Area  in  Acres,  54^301- 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living*,  27-0. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  127. 

Death  Rate  from  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  *25. 

Deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  Births,  108. 

Population. — The  population  is  estimated  chiefly 
upon  a  calculation,  based  upon  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
several  districts.  The  actual  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
being  332. 

Births.  — The  actual  number  of  births  is  636,  which  is 
24  more  than  the  number  for  1899.  Supplementary  Table  I. 
shews  the  number  of  either  sex  during  each  quarter  in  each 
locality.  Reference  to  Table  II.  will  discover  the  fact  that  the 
total  number  of  births  in  each  sub-district,  except  Middlewich 
which  remains  the  same,  is  decidedly  less  than  the  average  for 
the  past  ten  years.  Weaverham  is  45  below  the  average, 
Northwich  59,  and  Over  7.  This  steady  decrease  in  popu¬ 
lation  is  not  confined  to  the  Northwich  Rural  District,  but  is 
universal  throughout  the  country  and  is  a  matter  of  national 
interest  of  the  most  serious  character.  The  strength  and 
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power  of  a  nation  depends  upon  the  number  of  able-bodied 
persons  representing  it,  and  the  decline  of  its  power  to  continue 
shows  a  sure  decadence  of  the  race,  which  is  more  serious 
than  the  actual  figures  seem  to  imply,  because  the  course  is 
one  of  geometrical  progression,  and  thirty  years  hence  this 
decrease  of  population  will  have  been  the  cause  of  a  very 
rnaterial  decline  in  the  birth-force  of  the  nation.  Seventeen 
births  were  those  of  illegitimate  children,  which  is  equal  to  a 
rate  of  *71  per  1,000;  these  figures  will  possess  a  greater  interest 
when  the  numbers  of  deaths  occuring  amongst  illegitimate 
children  can  be  compared  with  them  through  a  series  of  years. 

Dpaths. — The  Death  Rate  for  the  whole  District  is  i2’7, 
which  is  3*3  less  than  the  average  rate. 

Tables  I.  and  II.  give  interesting  particulars  as  to  the 
numbers  and  rates  compared  with  former  years,  and  Sup¬ 
plementary  Tables  I.  and  II.  give  the  detailed  particulars  in 
the  various  quarters  and  in  the  various  localities. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  is  299  for  the  whole  District, 
60  being  children  under  i  year.  27  Inquests  were  held  : 
7  being  frorn  drowning;  3  burns  and  scalds,  in  addition  to 
I  from  lightning  ;  4  being  from  falls,  and  the  remainder  various 
other  causes.  Phthisis  is  responsible  for  13  deaths,  and  other 
forms  of  Tubercle  for  12.  Influenza  shows  only  13  deaths  ; 
Cancer  10  ;  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  other  than  Phthisis  are 
larger  contributors  to  the  death  rate  than  any  other  class  of 
diseases,  43  being  from  this  cause.  30  are  from  Diseases  of 
the  Heart ;  6  only  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  the  respectable 
number  of  34  from  Old  Age.  17  of  these  last  were  between 
70  and  75  ;  14  between  75  and  80,  and  10  between  80  and  85 
years  of  age  ;  while  of  4  over  80,  one  reached  89,  and  another 
95  years  of  age. 

Zymotic  Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  is  only  6 ;  2  being  from 
measles,  3  from  whooping  cough,  and  i  from  croup.  In  addition 
to  these  there  have  been  12  deaths  from  diarrhoea.  The  Zymotic 
Death  Rate  is  *25,  the  average  being  1*4. 

Infant  Mortality. — In  the  whole  District,  23%  of 
the  deaths  are  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  is 
equivalent  to  108  deaths  of  every  thousand  infants  born,  before 
they  reach  one  year  of  age.  In  Supplementary  Table  III,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  higher  percentage  of  these  deaths  is  in 
those  Districts  where  the  more  closely  populated  areas 
abound.  Of  these  deaths — 69  in  number — 52  were  children 
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under  6  months  of  age  at  the  time  of  death.  ii  were  born 
prematurely,  2  were  from  whooping  cough,  9  from  epidemic 
enteritis  (diarrhoea),  4  from  tubercular  diseases,  9  from  diseases, 
of  the  lungs,  13  from  convulsions,  and  8  from  marasmus.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  2  last  classes  are  probably  due  to  im¬ 
proper  feeding.  It  is  distinctly  cheering  to  see  from  lable  II 
that  the  deaths  under  i  year  are  below  the  average  in  each  of 
the  Sub-Districts. 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Children.— The  total 
number  of  these  is  10,  and  the  attached  list  will  show  some 
interesting  particulars  : 


Sub-District. 

Month. 

Cause  of 
Death. 

W’ham... 

Feb... 

Measles... 

Over . 

March 

Bronch.... 

W’ham... 

May.. 

Drowned. 

Northw’h 

Sept. . 

Marasm’s 

Sept. . 

Convuls’s 

W’ham... 

Sept.. 

Asthma 
(from  B’th 

Sept..  • 

Malform’d 
,  Heart . 

Northw’h 

^  ,  J  Gastro- 

^  (Enteritis. 

Nov...  ^ 

Caries  of 
Spine  ... 

Over . 

Dec... 

Convuls’s 

Occupation 


Age. 

Sex. 

of  Mother. 

2  years 

M 

Domestic  Servant 

2  m’ths 

F 

2i  y’rs 

M 

Boat  Woman 

2  m’ths 

F 

Domestic  Servant 

3  m’ths 

F 

Hospital  Nurse 

21  days 

M 

Domestic  Servant 

I  m’nth 

M 

2  m’ths 

M 

)>  )) 

5  years 

M 

No  occupation 

1 5  m’hs 

M 

Domestic  Servant 

It  will  be  seen  that  they  occur  mostly  in  the  Weaverham 
and  Northwich  areas;  that  the  infants  die  at  an  early  age  in 
most  instances,  and  that  the  mothers  are  mostly  in  domestic 
service,  and  presumably  the  infants  are  hand-fed  and  put  out 
to  nurse. 

Zymotic  D  iscaSGS. — The  total  number  of  fresh  cases 
notified  for  the  whole  District  is  59.  5  being  diphtheria,  and  i 
membranous  coup  ;  16  erysipelas,  ii  enteric  or  typhoid  fever, 
and  one  puerperal  fever. 

This  is  less  than  the  number  for  1899  by  23,  and  is  the 
lowest  for  at  least  6  years. 
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Ten  cases  were  treated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
during  the  year,  but  3  of  these  were  admitted  in  the  latter  part 
of  1899,  and  appear  in  the  returns  for  that  year.  The  seven 
cases  admitted  during  1900  consisted  of  5  scarletina,  and  2 
enteric  fever.  They  all  recovered.  Although  the  Rural 
District  Council  have  entered  into  a  contract  with  Professor 
Delepine,  of  Owen’s  College,  to  make  a  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  in  cases  of  suspected  typhoid  and  diphtheria  ;  it  has 
only  been  applied  in  3  cases. 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  six  cases  of  this  disease  one  was 
dead  when  notified  ;  in  another  the  the  pathological  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  sputum  gave  negative  results.  The  cases  were 
scattered  over  the  district,  nothing  in  the  shape  of  an  epidemic 
having  occurred.  Two  cases  were  in  one  house  and 
simultaneous. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Six  of  these  eleven  cases  occurred 
in  the  village  of  Barnton  during  the  last  five  months  of  the 
year,  two  of  them  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

A  personal  inspection  of  all  the  houses  was  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector.  The  water 
supply  is  apparently  free  from  suspicion  ;  but  at  five  of  the 
houses  either  untrapped  or  defective  drains  were  found,  these 
have,  of  course,  been  rectified,  and  ventilating  shafts  are  being 
fixed  at  convenient  parts  upon  the  main  line  of  sewers,  and 
the  present  manhole  covers,  which  are  perforated,  replaced  by 
closed  lids.  Systematic  hushing  is  carried  out.  ihe  other 
five  cases  were  in  various  parts  of  the  District  and  certainly 
had  no  common  cause. 

School  Closure.— On  account  of  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  at  Barnton,  the  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  were  closed 
from  January  8th  to  the  29th,  and  all  the  scholars  from 
Barnton  and  Anderton  were  excluded  from  the  Winnington 
Schools.  This  stopped  the  progress  of  the  disease  in  a 
remarkably  satisfactory  manner,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  village 
of  Winnington  being  well  cut  off  from  access  to  Barnton  and 
Anderton  by  a  distance  of  a  good  mile  and  a  river  over  which 
there  is  only  one  bridge.  At  Lostock-Gralam  during  the 
autumn  Measles  was  very  rife,  and  the  school  attendances  were 
very  carefully  watched,  all  suspicious  cases  and  their  house 
mates  were  excluded,  this  seemed  to  stop  the  progress  of 
the  complaint.  Davenham  also  suffered  from  Measles  during 
the  summer,  but  on  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  going  to 
enquire  into  its  extent,  etc.,  the  schools  were  found  closed  for 
three  weeks  on  the  order  of  a  private  medical  practitioner. 
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Isolation  Hospital. — The  extension  of  this  struc¬ 
ture  is  now  complete,  and  consists  of  four  new  wards  in  two 
blocks  separated  by  a  covered  way,  each  with  smaller  ward, 
nurses  room,  lavatory,  and  w.c.  attached.  In  addition  to 
these  wards  a  separate  adminstration  block  is  occupied  by  a 
caretaker  and  cook.  The  out  offices  consist  of  mortuary, 
disinfecting  chamber,  wash-house,  and  coal-house.  The  old 
structure  is  left  standing  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  small 
pox.  Altogether  it  forms  a  commodious  and  convenient 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  ten  cases  treated  during  the  year  have  all  been 
discharged  cured. 

Daries  and  Cowsheds. — Very  excellent  results 
have  accrued  from  the  action  taken  by  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittees  of  inspection,  particularly  so  in  respect  of  shippons  and 
farm  buildings.  Numerous  farm  buildings  have  been  ren¬ 
ovated,  special  attention  being  given  to  ventilation  and  air 
space,  in  many  cases  roofs  have  been  raised  ;  repaving  of 
floors,  and  putting  in  of  windows  are  frequently  ordered. 


Anthrax. — On  three  different  farms  has  there  been  an 
outbreak  of  this  disease  during  the  year.  They  were  all  either 
in  Cuddington  or  close  to  its  boundaries;  of  the  outbreaks  none 
was  of  great  extent  ;  the  first  farm  lost  three  beasts,  but  it  was 
only  on  the  seizure  of  the  3rd  animal  that  the  authorities  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts ;  proper  precautions  were  taken  in 
burying  this  animal  and  having  the  place  disinfected,  and  no 
other  case  occurred  upon  this  farm.  The  other  outbreaks  were 
confined  to  a  single  beast  in  each  case. 

Tuberculosis  in  Cattle. — In  two  cases  has  milk 
from  this  district  been  found  to  be  contaminated  with  tubercle 
bacilli.  On  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visiting  the  farm  (at 
Crowton)  where  the  milk  was  being  sent  from,  much  difficulty 
was  found  in  getting  at  the  origin  of  the  mischief ;  until  the 
farmer  admitted  having  parted  with  a  cow  having  a  “  bad 
udder  ”  some  10  days  previously.  He  was  required  to  furnish 
a  Veterinary  Surgeon’s  Certificate — which  he  did — saying  that 
all  his  herd  were  free  from  tubercle  of  the  udder. 


In  the  other  case,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  found  the 
cow,  which  had  been  specified  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  to 
the  Manchester  Corporation,  isolated;  it  was  a  very  emaciated 
beast  and  the  farmer  was  persuaded  to  slaughter  it. 
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Water  Supplies. — For  the  most  part,  the  water 
supplies  of  the  different  townships  is  good.  Although  a  part  of 
Winnington  is  still  supplied  by  shallow  wells  of  doubtful 
purity,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  better 
supply  being  obtained.  Wimboldsley  also  is  still  without  a 
public  service  and  badly  needs  one. 

There  arises  much  difficulty  in  dealing  with  outlying 
farms  when  the  only  supply  is  from  shallow  wells.  If  any 
suspicions  are  aroused  in  connection  with  these,  analyses  are 
at  once  made,  and  15  samples  have  been  thus  condemned  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Considerable  extension  of  mains  has  been  made  in 
Cuddington  and  Oakmere. 

Two  of  the  wells  which  were  condemned  formed  the  supply 
to  public  houses,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  made  repre¬ 
sentation  to  the  Magistrates  at  the  Brewster  Sessions  with  a 
result  that  the  Magistrates  warned  the  owner  that  unless  a 
better  supply  were  obtained  by  the  next  Sessions  the  license 
would  be  endorsed. 

Houses  unfit  for  Habitation  , — The  housing  of 
the  working  classes  is  not  at  all  an  acute  problem  in  this  Dis¬ 
trict,  although  in  some  of  the  country  areas  there  are  old 
cottages  which  are  not  up  to  modern  standards,  but  in  these 
Districts  it  is  impossible  to  find  better  ones  ;  for  the  building  of 
new  Cottages  does  not  seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  destruction, 
and  in  some  of  the  rural  portions  more  cottages  become  derelict 
than  are  built.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  in  the  course 
of  his  Inspection  condemned  many  houses  during  the  year. 
Two  in  Marton,  two  in  Cuddington,  nine  in  Rudheath,  one  in 
Moulton,  and  one  in  Marston,  have  met  with  this  fate. 

SGWag'G  Works. — In  the  Township  of  Winnington 
a  new  scheme  is  being  laid  out ;  the  outfall  will  be  the  one 
belonging  to  the  North wich  Urban  Council  now  in  course  of 
erection  ;  it  will  be  a  much  needed  work,  as  the  sewage  at 
present  goes  straight  into  the  River  Weaver  without 
treatment. 

In  Hartford,  the  new  scheme,  which  was  laid  last  year, 
is  working  efficiently. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. — in  all  the  more  populous 
Villages  and  Townships  (g  in  number),  a  system  of  public 
scavenging  is  adopted,  the  pail  system  being  the  one  adopted 
in  every  case.  The  contracts  are  carefully  framed,  and  before 
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being  entered  into  each  contractor  has  to  specify  the  place 
where  it  is  intended  to  deposit  the  refuse  ;  in  this  way  water 
supplies  are  protected  and  nuisances  prevented.  Winnington 
has  suffered  from  the  double  infliction  of  a  sewage  outfall  and 
a  deposit  of  nightsoil,  which  were  in  close  proximity  to  many 
houses  and  also  to  public  roads,  and  creating  a  grave  and 
disgraceful  nuisance.  Both  these  nuisances  were  caused  by 
an  adjoining  authority  ;  but  upon  strong  representation  being 
made  both  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district,  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  one  and 
mitigate  the  other  until  the  new  sewerage  scheme  is  complete. 

District  Inspection. — Systematic  inspections  have 
been  made,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  various  townships,  and  as 
a  result  of  these  inspections  many  nuisances  have  been 
abolished.  Deficient  and  untrapped  drains  figure  largely  in 
this  list  ;  badly  paved  yards  and  shippons  also ;  pigs  and 
poultry  keep  under  such  conditions  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance. 
In  Moulton  and  Winnington  alone,  some  50  cases  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  have  been  suppressed. 

Insufficient  water  supplies  and  also  impure  ones  have  been 
discovered  and  dealt  with.  Shippons  have  been  condemned  in 
several  cases,  pending  alterations  to  paving,  lighting,  and 
ventilation.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  discovered 
and  dealt  with,  and  fifteen  houses  have  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  habitation. 

Barnton. — This  Township  which  has  been  earmarked 
for  some  few  years ;  still  keeps  its  reputation  fairly  well. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  41  ;  ii  in  the  first 
quarter,  12  in  the  2nd,  13  in  the  3rd,  and  5  in  the  last.  This 
is  an  increase  of  2  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths,  1 1  were 
children  under  i  year  of  age,  and  7  persons  over  65 ;  their  respec¬ 
tive  ages  being  69,  73,  74,  76,  77,  81,  and  82.  Five  cases  were 
the  subject  of  a  Coroner’s  inquest,  3  were  due  to  premature 
birth,  4  to  cancer,  2  to  phthisis,  and  5  to  other  lung  diseases  ; 
the  remainder  from  various  causes. 

Two  deaths  which  occurred  were  due  to  diarrhoea,  and 
none  from  any  other  Zymotic  Disease. 

HENRY  EDWARD  GOUGH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Total, 

0 

^  • 

^  2 

(/) 

C 

(/)  (/} 

(A 

•4-> 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Nett. 

Year. 

I 

Population 
^  estimated  to 

Middle  of  eacl 
Year. 

Number 

3 

Rate.* 

4 

Number 

cr 

Rate 
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Births 
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8 
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... 
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»  •  • 
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... 
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33*0 
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•  • 
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•  «  . 
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28*2 
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13-0 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 
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33*9 
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i6-8 
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37'0 
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15-4 

.  •  . 

6 

0 
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14-9 

M 

00 

• 
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34*3 

III 
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i6-6 

10 

2 
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15-8 

1898. 

22,568 
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30*4 
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154 

345 

15-8 

14 

2 

333 

14-7 

1899. 

22,826 

612 

26-81 

88 

143 

329 

H'Ss 

•  •  • 

12 

2 

319 

13*9 

Averages 
for  years 
1890 — -1899 

22,405 

784 

32*5 

105 

140 
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15-8 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1900. 

23,500 

636 

27-0 

69 

108 

299 

12*7 

... 

3 

6 

• 

302 

12*8 

*  Rates  calculated  per  i,ooo  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of^  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in 
SUBJ 

WHOLE  District  at 
oiNED  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

All  ages. 

1 

Under  i. 

I  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards 

Weaverham. 

Northwich. 

Over. 

Middlewich. 

Small-pox . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Measles . 

2 

•  *  * 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

Scarlet  fever . 

Whooping-cough . 

3 

2 

I 

•  »  • 

3 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  mem-| 

branous  croup . ] 

4  •  • 

•  •  « 

Croup  . 

I 

.  .  . 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

(Typhus . 

. . . 

•  •  * 

•  «  • 

Fever]  Knteric . 

(other  continued  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

13 

I 

I 

6 

8 

4 

I 

Cholera . 

Plague  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

12 

9 

I 

I 

I 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Enteritis  . 

6 

4 

I 

I 

I 

5 

•  • 

Puerperal  fever  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas . 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Other  septic  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Phthisis  . 

I  s 

Q 

10 

7 

4 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

12 

4 

5 

I 

0 

2 

/ 

8 

3 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. 

10 

5 

5 

6 

4 

Bronchitis . 

IQ 

6 

3 

Q 

7 

Q 

c 

0 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

23 

3 

2 

I 

J 

Q 

8 

y 

7 

D 

1 0 

D 

6 

Pleurisy  . 

I 

y 

I 

/ 

I 

Other  diseases  of  Res-) 

piraorgans . | 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

... 

I 

Alcoholism  . j 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . j 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

. . . 

•  • 

. . . 

Venereal  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

Premature  birth  . 

1 1 

1 1 

6 

3 

I 

I 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

partuition . 

I 

•  •  * 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Heart  diseases . 

30 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

10 

17 

12 

10 

4 

4 

Accidents . 

17 

.  •  • 

2 

2 

I 

8 

4 

8 

4 

4 

I 

Suicides  . 

Convulsions . 

17 

13 

4 

•  •  » 

7 

7 

2 

I 

Marasmus  . 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Old  Age  . . . 

34 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

34 

19 

9 

2 

4 

All  other  causes  . 

65 

9 

3 

4 

28 

31 

28 

23 

I 

6 

All  causes . 

299 

63 

21 

9 

13 

85 

102 

139 

99 

37 

24 

•  •  • 
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Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  I.-BIRTHS. 


Rural 
Sanitary 
District  of 

1st  Quarter, 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Totals  for  Y ea^ 

M. 

F. 

Tot’l 

Rate 

M. 

F. 

TotT 

Rate 

M. 

F. 

Tot’l 

Rate 

M. 

F. 

Tot’] 

Rate 

M. 

F. 

Tot’l 

Ri 

Weaverh’ni 
Northwich 
Over . 

29 

43 

12 

14 

27 

30 

7 

II 

56 

73 

19 

25 

... 

42 

35 

13 

10 

26 

^  *7 

a  / 

12 

II 

68 

72 

25 

21 

... 

35 

22 

1 1 

10 

24 

27 

16 

12 

59 

49 

27 

22 

... 

22 

21 

6 

1 1 

27 

18 

6 

9 

49 

39 

12 

20 

... 

128 

121 

42 

45 

104 

1 12 

41 

43 

232 

233 
83 
88 

25' 

27- 

26^^ 

26- 

Middl’wich 

Totals  for 
Quarters.  .. 

98 

75 

173 

29-4 

100 

86 

186 

31-6 

78 

79 

157 

267 

60 

60 

120 

20-4 

336 

300 

636 

27- 

3  Illegitimate. 

I  each  in  W.  N. 

&  0. 

I  Illegitimate 
in  Over, 

8  Illegitimate. 
W-5  0-2  N-i. 

5  Illegitimate. 
W-i  N-3  M-i. 

17  Illegitimate 
W-7  N-5  0-4  U 
Rate — 71. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  K.-DEATHS. 


1st  Quarter, 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Totals  for  Year. 

Rate. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Per  Thousand 

Weaverham  . 

19 

41 

37 

41 

138 

15-1 

Northwich  . 

19 

29 

31 

22 

lOI 

12*5 

Over  . 

6 

7 

1 1 

12 

36 

II-6 

Middlewich  . 

6 

6 

5 

7 

24 

7-2 

50 

83 

84 

82 

299 

12*7 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  III. 


Shewing  Births  and  Birth  RateSy  Deaths,  and  General  and  Zy7notic 
Death  Rates,  and  compared  with  Averages  for  last  ten  years;  Deaths  in 
Old  Age  and  Infancy,  and  percentage  of  these  to  total  Deaths, 


Total. 

Birth-Rate. 

Death-Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 
of  Deaths. 

Births. 

Births. 

Illegitimates. 

CO 

rCl 

4-> 

ci 

<D 

P 

Zymotic  Deaths.*  < 

Average. 

1900 

General. 

Zymotic. 

At  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Under  i  year. 

Of  Illegitimate 
Children. 

At  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Under  i  year. 

1 

Of  Illegitimate 
Children. 

Average. 

1900 

Average. 

1900 

Weaverham. 

232 

*7 

/ 

138 

2 

32-2 

25-5 

15*9 

15*1 

1-03 

•22 

46 

32 

4 

33 

23 

2-8 

Northwich  .. 

233 

5 

lOI 

2 

37-0 

277 

17-1 

12*5 

2-07 

•24 

30 

26 

4 

29 

28 

3-9 

Over  . 

83 

4 

36 

I 

29-1 

26-9 

15*5 

II-6 

i-8i 

•32 

16 

6 

2 

44 

16 

5'5 

Middlewich . 

88 

I 

24 

I 

31-0 

26*2 

137 

7-3 

•71 

•30 

10 

5 

0 

41 

20 

0 

Whole  Dis’ct 

636 

17 

299 

6 

32*9 

27-0 

160 

12-7 

1*4 

'25 

102 

69 

10 

34 

23 

3'3 

12  Diarrhoea. 
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38th  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


I  report  for  the  year  1900  that  I  have  maintained  a  con¬ 
stant  effort  to  give  thoroughness  to  every  section  of  work  in  my 
department,  and  I  record  the  advantage  I  derive  from  the 
appointment  of  Standing  Committees  of  the  Council  for 
Sectional  portions  of  the  District  working  on  these  lines ;  I 
make  a  house  to  house  inspection  for  a  given  township  :  ist  as 
to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Registered  under  Dairies  Order;  2nd 
as  to  general  question  of  Nuisance,  injurious  to  Health,  and 
having  classified  a  list  of  cases  infringing  the  Regulations  of 
the  Dairies  Order,  and  of  cases  of  Nuisance  for  one  or  more 
Townships,  the  Standing  Committee  make  a  tour  of  Inspection 
and  thus  the  Report  has  the  Weight  of  the  Council’s  Authority 
with  the  desired  results. 

This  insures  systematic  Inspection  and  an  effective  dealing 
with  the  whole  district. 

25  Shippons  and  Cowsheds  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year  under  the  Dairies  Order.  175  Houses  have  been  dealt 
with  by  Statutory  Notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Every  case  of  infectious  Disease  has  been  visited  and 
dealt  with  as  ordered  by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  of  these,  10 
cases  have  been  removed  to  the  completed  Hospital  and  they 
have  all  recovered. 

25  samples  of  Water  have  been  analysed  and  15  of  them 
certified  to  be  unfit  for  domestic  use,  and  the  remedy  is  enga¬ 
ging  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

Public  Works  of  Water  Supply  are  established  in  23 
Townships  and  considerable  extentions  of  the  line  of  Mains 
have  been  made  in  the  Rural  Townships  and  much  more  is 
under  consideration,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  supply  of 
Water  has  been  constant  throughout  the  year. 
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Thirty  plans  of  new  buildings  have  been  approved,  24  of 
which  are  houses,  and  10  of  these  are  not  yet  built,  and  changes 
in  manufacturing  works  have  involved  such  alteration  of  in¬ 
habited  houses  in  the  way  of  houses  part  built  but  never 
finished,  and  blocks  of  houses  after  plans  are  approved,  are  only 
a  few  built  and  the  rest  abandoned  and  in  this  way,  my  building 
Register  does  not  show  the  exact  number  of  inhabited  houses 
now  in  the  district,  and  I  will  have  a  new  Census  taken. 

Five  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  in  Sandiway,  Cuddington,  Marton, 
and  Marston. 

All  villages  are  effectively  sewered,  and  the^  Sewerage 
Works  are  now  being  revised  by  a  strong  Committee  of  the 
Council  so  as  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  effluent  from  every  Out¬ 
fall  Works. 

The  total  number  of  farms  now  Registered  under  the 
Dairies’  Order,  is  393,  and  the  Regulations  as  to  cleanliness  is 
well  carried  out. 

The  houses  in  the  villages  may  be  described  as  well 
drained,  weekly  scavenged,  and  have  a  constant  supply  of  ex¬ 
cellent  water,  and  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  carefully  kept. 

Fifty-four  Canal  Boats  have  been  examined,  and  16  found 
infringing  the  Regulations,  and  they  have  all  been  remedied. 

The  office  work  of  my  department  is  indicated  by  1827 
letters  issued  during  the  year,  being  the  largest  number  in  any 
year  since  the  Public  Health  Act  came  into  operation  in  1873, 
and  for  the  last  5  years  a  week’s  holiday  has  been  out  of  the 
question. 


H.  J.  BENNETT, 

Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


